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This paper forms part of a PhD study that examines the extent to which a variety of dominant discourses are reflected in parents’ narrative accounts of their child’s offending behaviour after being issued with a Parenting Order by the courts. Underpinning this thesis is the Foucauldian assumption that political, legal, medical and psychological institutions circulate powerful discourses and, while informing youth justice policy issues, these discourses and associated practices can also be seen as performing a regulatory role by positioning parents and shaping their subjective experiences. The focus here is on outlining discursive tensions in criminal justice policy of the practice and implementation of Parenting Orders.  It is argued that tensions and contradictions can be found in policy debates around principles of ‘intervention’, ‘responsibility’ and ‘blame’. These will be examined and implications for understanding the experience of parents, young people and youth justice agencies will be discussed.

