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Much contemporary research has suggested that parenting is becoming increasingly restrictive and prohibitive (e.g Furedi 2001; Holloway and Valentine 2000). Driven by a culture of fear and anxiety about children’s safety, parents aim to protect children through ever more supervision and control. Paedophiles, and the risk of one’s child becoming a victim of sexual abuse, arguably represent one of the biggest and most publicised current fears.
This paper is based on research into parents’ attitudes regarding paedophilia and their parenting practices. While levels of fear are high and all parents control their children’s movements and activities in the name of protection, the extents and forms of regulation vary considerable.  Therefore this paper aims to examine the multiple factors which inform parenting (in the context of paedophilia), i.e. to unravel the ‘culture of fear’ behind increasing regulation. These factors include several discursive figures – namely those of ‘the paedophile’ (Meyer 2007), the innocent child (e.g. Jenks 1996) and the good parent (e.g. Lawler 2000) – which construct the paedophile risk in a particular way. These constructions have got complex and contradictory implications for parents, for while they fuel fears and generate a sense of parental responsibility for child protection they also suggest that a ‘good parent’ allows a child significant freedom to develop an autonomous self. These dynamics will be examined as a possible explanation for why even a fear as big as paedophiles tends to translate into a variety of forms of parenting and restriction, rather than simply constant supervision by all parents.  

