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The publication of the Care Matters Green Paper in October, aimed at transforming the lives of children in the care system, has also brought renewed emphasis to the state’s so-called ‘corporate parenting’ role. It proposes more ‘support’ for families and early intervention to prevent children being removed from their homes, but is ultimately about much more than just working with families where children are ‘on the edge of care’. The new parenting role represents an extension of the reach of the state into the lives of all families. Since the introduction of the Every Child Matters reforms and the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Bill, the message from government has been that all children (and consequently all adults) are subject to its new safeguarding powers. 

But the Green Paper has also inadvertently drawn attention to the state’s own poor record in this regard. For instance, how ‘looked after’ (to use the official term) are children when only 1 in 10 of them gets 5 good GCSEs, and just 1 out of 100 go on to university? Many of the nation’s homeless - and reportedly 4 in 5 Big Issue sellers - and a quarter of the adult prison population were once in care. If these are the outcomes when the state assumes direct responsibility for the welfare of a small minority of our children, what are the prospects when it seeks to take on responsibility for the rest of them? 
The rise of the corporate parent not only threatens to further undermine the confidence, authority and autonomy of real parents to bring up their own children, but evidently fails to offer any kind of alternative. Is there a legitimate role for the state in the upbringing of the nation’s children? Or are parents best left to get on with the job themselves?
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