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Infant feeding is emblematic of the many areas of contemporary life in which individuals are presented with expert assessments of risk and called upon to modify their behaviour accordingly.  Epidemiological findings associate formula feeding with heightened risk to the baby’s health and mothers, in particular, are called upon to protect their babies from such risk by modifying their feeding practices. 
The location of infant feeding at the intersection of a number of powerful and mutually reinforcing contemporary discourses  – of risk and responsibility, of expertise, and of motherhood – places women who feed their babies in ways which go against expert advice in moral jeopardy.  The obligation to exercise prudence in the light of expert risk assessments is a profoundly moral one and this obligation is heightened when, as in the case of infant feeding, the potential consequences of imprudence are borne not by oneself but by another for whom one has responsibility.  Moreover, this obligation is cross-cut by the maternal imperative to put the interests of one’s child first and, in particular, to pursue one’s child’s short, medium and long-term physical and psychological well-being whatever the personal costs.  
The majority of women do not, in fact, follow expert advice about infant feeding.  In the UK around 30% do not initiate breast feeding at all and a further 48% do not breast feed for the minimum recommended period.  In this paper, I shall draw on data from a longitudinal qualitative study of infant feeding, carried out in Nottingham, England, which examines how such mothers deal with the threats to their moral identities which arise as a result.  Thirty-six mothers were interviewed repeatedly at fixed intervals between late pregnancy and their babies’ second birthdays.  Although the interviewers were self-consciously neutral, the question, ‘How could you as a responsible mother choose to feed your baby in ways that put your baby at risk’ hung in the air in the interviews and a great deal of the women’s talk focussed on their motives for feeding their babies as they did.  This moral repair work is just one of the many obligations borne by new mothers and I shall examine what the kinds of accounts mothers offer can tell us about their experience of mothering in an age of intensive parenting.
