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The main objective of the research was to ascertain the degree to which caesarean section affects a woman’s prenatal intention to breastfeed her infant.  The study involved a series of semi-structured interviews that were conducted face-to-face on the postnatal ward and periodically by telephone after hospital discharge.  Seventy-five newly delivered mothers who underwent either scheduled or unscheduled operative birth were approached, recruited and interviewed on the postnatal ward of a tertiary-level teaching hospital in Newcastle.  This paper will present data on prenatal feeding intentions, parturition experiences, postnatal ward feeding and maternal discussions of their attitudes that contributed to their realised caregiving strategies. Results will be discussed antenatal information and postnatal support will be discussed.

