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In the quest to reduce teenage pregnancies in the UK, much attention has been focussed on reducing what are largely presumed to be ‘unwanted’ or ‘unintended’ pregnancies resulting from regretful events or ‘accidents’. This presentation challenges this standpoint by looking at the motivations and experiences of those young women ‘planning’ to become pregnant. Although there is growing acknowledgement to ‘planned’ teenage pregnancy, little research has explored the reasons behind this. The research identifies a number of specific issues which are of value to the ongoing teenage pregnancy strategy. However, the key conclusion to emerge is that teenage parenthood, in some situations, can represent a rational decision with beneficial outcomes. As the official Ministerial response notes, “This conclusion conflicts with the Government position” and, hence, this research attracted a great deal of media attention at its time of release. Nonetheless, this research (albeit among a small sample) shows little support for the contemporary construction of teenage pregnancy and young motherhood as universally ‘problematic’.  

More information:

· JRF summary: http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/0336.asp
· JRF full report (includes findings from 10 young dads): http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/9781861348753.pdf
· ‘Planned’ teenage pregnancy ‘Guide’ for practitioners working with young people: http://www.tsa.uk.com/
· Youth Studies paper: Coleman, L and Cater S. (2006) ‘Planned' teenage pregnancy: perspectives of young women from disadvantaged backgrounds in England. Journal of Youth Studies, 9 (5), 595-616.

