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This paper starts from an account of the views of ten young mothers who took part in in-depth interviews as part of an LEA-funded study to improve SRE across its schools in response to the Teenage Pregnancy Strategy (see Alldred and David, forthcoming 2007, Get Real About Sex! Open University Press). It will outline some key features of their accounts that chime with the findings of other studies of young mothers in working-class communities (e.g. Harris et al 2005), and following Lee et al 2004, will suggest that these views reflect community norms rather than the particular perspectives of young mothers.

It will examine New Labour policy and rhetoric, and situate the TPS within the New Labour project as a whole. It will problematise the assertion of particular values as if they are a matter of social consensus, examine function of social values in communitarian thinking, and explore the politics of teenage pregnancy in terms of the ideological moves and investments in the problematisation of teenage parents. Theoretical sources will include a feminist analysis of New Labour policy and a Foucauldian understanding of the government of young people through contemporary UK policy.

