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This focus of this presentation will be some of the findings from a recent empirical study which examined the experiences of a group of 11 young mothers aged 15 – 19 years at the time of giving birth. Discourse analysis was used to extrapolate a conceptual understanding of these experiences which were framed within a contextual analysis of policy and media representations of young motherhood. The elicited discourses I will focus on are the young mother’s internalisation of the Good-Bad mother binary that informs and exacerbates their experiences of maternal ambivalence. These discursives will provide a platform upon which to build our discussion about the ways in which young mothers are contesting the assumption underpinning much of the current policy and media representations of young pregnancy and parenthood that begin from a conceptual framework that it as a problem.  

