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This paper considers abortion decision-making in the context of New Labour's policies on teenage pregnancy. Moral angst at the comparatively high levels of teenage pregnancy in the UK was an important catalyst to developing this policy. Beginning in 1999, when Tony Blair reacted to hearing about two pregnant twelve year old girls by calling for ‘a new moral purpose’, New Labour (as well as much of the Press) has drawn upon notions of morality in its campaign to change teenage sexual and reproductive behaviour.  This paper argues that morality is a contested concept and shows how pregnant teenagers may draw upon alternative moral agendas. This is explored through discussion of the results of two research projects on Young Women, Sex and Choices. The discussion focuses upon young mothers' own moral justifications for their decision-making and shows how different moral frameworks inform the decisions that some young women make. One such framework is structured around notions of taking responsibility for previous behaviour; another is centred upon the ‘immorality’ of abortion. These moral agendas serve to disrupt the ‘moral campaign’ against teenage parenting and propel many pregnant teenagers towards young motherhood. 

