
 

“”   
When you no longer feel you can transform             
individuals’ hearts and minds, indeed when your 
own heart is no longer in it - you lose the sense 
that society can be changed - and seek instead to 
regulate it.  
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Antisocial behaviour is becoming a universally      
accepted problem and one that dominates the political 
and popular imagination. By providing a new               
criminological framework for understanding the fear of 
crime, this book reposes the increasingly important      
debate around antisocial behaviour and the internationally 
understood idea of moral panics. Through a critical      
engagement with theories of risk, the book develops 
Furedi’s understanding of a Culture of Fear to illustrate 
how firstly, society today is best understood to be in a   
permanent state of anxiety, and secondly, how this state 
of affairs has arisen due to the collapse of traditional   
politics and morality, and equally, of radical alternatives to 
it. Central to Waiton's thesis is an explanation of the 
changing therapeutic relationship between the individual 
and society based on an understanding of diminished 
subjectivity and the newly emerged ‘vulnerable public’. 
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“”   
Waiton has coined the fabulous term 

‘amoral panics’ - Joel Best 

STUART WAITON 
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